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A Vindication of the CASE of Spittle- 
Fields, againſt an Uncharitable Paper, pri- 
vately Printed, called a True Narrative of 
the Caſe of Sir: George Wheler, &. 
Humbly offer'd to the Honourabl Houle__... 


of Commons. Ve. E 


| ed Fe { 
T's Inhabitants of the Hamlet of Spittle-fields, Petiricha. G Z 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons tor ſome Aſſiſtance rowardr), [2 

Builling a Church or Chappel of Eaſe for the uſe. of the aid 
Populous Hamlet, againſt which Sir G. Fheler oppos'd another Pe- | 
tition ſubſcrib'd by a few Perſons, of whom 14 only belonged to | 
us. On which Account the ſaid Inhabitants preſented a fecond Pe- | 
ticion, ſubſcribed by many Hundred Hands, with @ True State of 
their — to which an Unchriſtian Anſweris privately printed, the 
Eſſentsal Miſtakes of 'which that we may lay , tho' we paſs 
over the unbecomimng Language, We the ſaid Inhabitants, to this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, do again moſt humbly repreſent, 

L That wearc aſham'd to ſce ſome of our Neighbours Names to 
ſo palpable a Falfboed, ' as That Sir G. Wheler's Tabernacle is as uſeful 
#nd Convenient for us and two other Hamlets, as the building any new 
Church or Chappel can be. Since Sir George's Tabernacle, with the 
Ground abour 1t,and Burying-Ground, ſaid to be ſet out by the Biſhop of 
London's Approbation, tho' he neither has een ir,nor is the Ground ter 
out; would contain but 6000 ſquare Feet, which can receive. but Joo 
Corpſes, a leſs number then thar- generally buried from our Hamler 
it-one Near, as may appear by the Annual Billr of Mortality. 

JI. We are willing to believe Sir G: Wheler, as a Gentleman te 
have too much Honour, as a C.iriftian and'a Prieſt to have too 
much Truth to have pean'd a W riting ſo.contrary to both, as the 

retended True Narrative iS, fince he ſpeaks of* Sir. George as 
Tod P.aremiunt of | Spittle- fields . Whereas by: a., careful Examination 

Jiri oe Pax-Books PRs in orc, IN Re! red b/v 
wholc"Hamler appear to be avout 144004, per Ante paying to, is 

i_ aL Majeſty 


Majeſty therefore 2800 1. and more on that Tax, . of which the 
Rents of Mr. George Bohun a worthy Member of this Houſe pay 
3731. and thoſe of Sir G. Wheler only 330 {. both togerner a ſmall 
Proportion to the whole Fields. 

HI. We know not what Sir George's Intentions are, his Adtinns 
we know, and the unhappy Effedts of them we feel : What Bargains 
he makes with his Tenants it's not our Buſtncſs to enquire. We 
know not how any Donor or Donation can be without Donees. He has 
given us nog, and has ſolemnly declar'd He never will: and for 
his Charity to Himſelf and bis Heirs, We ow him Nothing as. we 
know of. | 

IV. For Sir George's Religion, we queſtion it not, for we know 
nothing of it. We would have recover'd the Tabernacle, 
not for its Bigneſs, but becauſe we ſeared it and maintain'd the Cu- 
rate at our.own Charge ; we ſpent nothing in Law againſt him, his 
Adverſary liv'd on Tower-Hill, 'in whoſe Management, if there 
_ any Error, Sir George's Charity made fome of us pay too dear 

r it, 

V. This Writer ſays, He never knew the Tabernacle fo full, but it 
would have held more, Yet many have faintedin it for the Croud, the 
Pales at the Weſt-End and the ſpace berween. have been coyer'd 
with People, great Numbers have ſtood before the South Windows 
ſtanding open for Air, and beb4v'd themſelves reverently there, tho? 
they could not get in; this we have often ſeen in talerable Weather, 
and are ready to aſſert upon Oath. We own we have mapy French 
and Walhoys, and many of them joyn in Divine Worſhip, with us, and 
more would if they had Room ; but there's not a Diffenters \ Meeting 
in the Hatbles, pacepe one of Quakers, very few of which live in 


our Naga 41 avg 
VI. We know of no Canon allows Sir George to' officiate in ano-. > 
ther Man's Pulpit when he pleaſes, or by which a General Licence. to 
exerciſe the Office of a Prieſt, ſhould enable him to thruſt any. Prieſt gut 
of that place he's Legally inveſted in, nor do we. know of ;any Af-. 
fronts br tſolencies_offer'd by any but himſelf. : 0 i 0 
VIE. If the Author of the True Nerrative denics Sir. George's ſeat- 
ting himſelf in a Chair befor the Pulgle-Mviry, we pitty:hipy If he 
' means hedidnort Sit all the while, but ſometimes Stood, and fome- 
ries Kneelec orgy his Wit, and his ingenous dealing with. 
=. : | L 094::1935530 
"YE Weare or t6 ſee ont Right Reverend? Dioceſan. abuſad; 
who gave. his particular Orders wit &' to. Our: preſent | Plac#s: 
not only to Mr: Milbourne, but' to' Me, O. Boba worthy iMioaber, 


(3) 


of this Houſe, and ſignified x0 him his Aztrobation of our Petitzon, 
with that particular Propoſal That the ſaid Nar. Bohun would at a 
proper time move for an Addition to the Deſign'd Aft for St. Pauls, which 
Orders and Approbation yer this Author ſays were ſurrep:*tzouſly 
gotten. 
IX.. That his Lordſhip thought our Petition to have. been Sir 
George's, proves only, That his Lordſhip thought Sir George ought 
.to have Petition'd with, not uncharitably to have appear'd againſt us. 
'  X. The Gentleman confeſſes Sir George did appoint New Orders, 

but readily diſmiſt them on a Mode Application, T hat his Con&regation 
(which we much doubt of) will atteſt That he exa:tly foll.cws the Rules 
' and Rubricks the Church of England,and never enjoin'd any Orders diſ- 
agreeable to them. Bar its plain, That if he diſmiſt his New Orders on 
4n —_— whatlocver, and yet never gave any diſagreeable to the 
Church of England, he now cannot «xa(tly follow the Rules and Rubricks 
of that Church 

XI. We arcnot much verſt in Rubricks or Canons. But we are 
ſure there are none for Praying before Sermon with the Face to the 
People till the concluding Lord*s Prayer, and turning the Back, and re- 
peating that towards the Altar, No Rubrick enjoins us to begin Divine 
Service with Singing Pſalms, or to Uſe four in one Morning Service. No 
Rubrick ever order'd the Wicker Basket or Glaſs Veſſels, or the Time of 
the Clarks bringing them at the Communion, or to read the Exhortation 
when the People are negligent, from the Pulpit after Sermon, whien ſolemn 
notice of the Communion had bcen given from the Desk, at the proper 
Time _— No Rubrick ever ordcr'd the Prieſt to leave out. the 
Gloria Deo in Excelſis after the Commuriion. Nor to Sing a Pſaln 
after Morning Sermon, while the Prieſt leaves the Pulpit ro pur on 
the Surplice again, to read the Prayer for the Church Militant at the 
Communion Table. 'No Rubrick allows to give the Euchariſt to a 
Perſon unbaptRgd, and todefend the Aion afterward in a Sermon, 
Nor to auf, the Hearers from the Pulpit, becauſe they could not un- 
derſtand Nonſenſe in the Chamber. Nor to call it an Inſolent Afront 
to be ſoberly deſu'd, by a Prieſt of more then twice a Man's own 
Standing, to Review and conſider again an 1} Worded Diſcourſe (to 
call ir no worſe) concerning the greateſt Myflery of our Faith. No 
Rubrick teaches us to forget- the Azhanaſian Creed day after day, tho' 
admoniſh'd of it, when requird. Nor to Colle Money for the Poor 
et the Tabernacle-Door, and refuſe the Church-Warden an Account of 
ahe Diſpoſal of it, And, becauſe there are no Rules nor Rubricks tor 


theſe things, We remember s YY Mr. Milbourne our Conformable 
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Curate 
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Curate evcr did them, and if he ſhould, 'we ſhould approve them as 
little in Him as in- any Other Perſon whatſoever. 

XII. Whatſoever Sir George's preſent Aſſiſtant may be; whom at 
preſent we ſpare, we know Sir Geerge {yruggled hard for « Perſon -of 
a very different Charaer, and had forc'd him on them, had nor the 
moſt ſenſible of bas Friends threatned in that Caſe to deſert him quite ; 
Thar he permitted him to be choſen but for One tar. That he coutd 
not perſwade him to. live in the Houſe pretendedly deſign'd for the 
Minſter, tho' he might have had it Rent-free, and by the diſturbance 
he gives him, abates his Income, and drives away his Auditory ;, ſo that 
he makes not above half what Mr. Mailbourne did of - the place, 
which Moiety Sir George would have reduced Mr. Milbourne to, asa 
clear proof of that great Compaſſion he had for his Family. 

XII. That the Inhabitants offer'd Sir George to pay him for the Car- 
caſe of the Tabernacle what it coſt him, and to give him @ reaſonable 
Ground-Rext for it, provided he'd let them live in Peace under the Care 
of their lawful Curate, which he refus'd : they demanded then their 
Money for what they had laidout,and they'd leave Him in Peace,which 
he promis'd from Time to Time by Wierd and by Letter, without 
any talk of a Lawyers Judgment, which. yet he refuſes now, and 
ſells thoſe Sears for Money again, which we built, and have nothing for, 
which carries the Face of extreags Hnjuſtice. 

XIV. We find ſeveral Subſcribers of Sir George's Petition were 
zmpoſed on, and knew nothing of its true Contents, and are ſorry for 
what they have done ; ſeveral of the beſt who uſe his Tabernacle 
refus'd kim, and ſeveral ſubſcrib'd withus ” and perhaps if the peace- 
able temper of ſome of thoſe who ſubſcrib'd it were enquired into, 
or their ReſpetZ to the preſent Government, it would not tend much to 
the advantage of their Caule. 

XV. Our Caſe in Effe&t is acknowledged to be: true by this- 2ery 
"Anſwer, and weare ready to prove every particular by the Oaths of 
Subſtantial and numerous Wineſſes, if called to it by this Honourable 
Houſe, and we hope that tho Mr. Milbourne ſhould be prov'd an 
Ill Man, that would beno reaſon why there ſhould not be a Church 
and a Burying-Ground granted to the Hamler of Spittle- Fields. 


Mr. Milbourne's Anſwer to ;  —4Tn him in this Narratiye 
is this. 
1. The Narrative owns Mr. Milbourne's Choiſe and Sir George's 
Congratulation, and he'd' be glad to ſee that Speech, read on that oc- 
caſion, in publick and cntire, and his own Zetters to Sir George joyn'd 


With it, 
IL When: 
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II. When the Biſhop of London gave him a Licence, he follow'd 
his own great Prudence without 1njury to any, ,and he thinks no 
Prieſt in his Dioceſs ought to preſcribe to his Lordſhip. He knows of 
no Afronts offer'd,nor anyDuty owing to Sir GeorgeWheeler more then 
to any other Subſcribing Inhabitant : His Licence is, Ad peragendum Of- 
ficium Curati in Tabernaculo infra precinftum de Spittle-Frelds ereto, 
in Precibus Communibus aliiſj, Miniſteriis ad Officium.-Curati pertinen- 
tibus. His Lordſhip filing it up with his own Hand, which Mr. 
Milbourne humbly conceives gives Him and Him only a T itle to Of- 
ficiate in Religious Matters in that "Tabernacle Salvo :Zure Epiſcopi %x 
Vicarij, and that therefore He's kept from performing hzs Duty there, 
to his great Loſs, and againlt the known Laws of the Land, tor Reme- 
dy of which Wrong humbly lays his Own Caſe beforc this Ho- 
nourable Houſe. | 

IIL Sir George never mention d Mr. Milbourn's being his Aſeſtant 
for near one' whole Year, and when he mention'd it, Mr.. M..poſi- 
tively refus'd it, ſtanding or. his Licence as ſole Curate there according 
to Law, humbly conceiving That where a: place is given to: God's 
Service, and the uſe of any People, and a Curate legally Licens d with 
conſent of the Donor ro Officiate there, its not in the Power of any 
ſuch Dower to thruſt out the Incumbent Curate, . and He thinks theres 
no preſident in England of ſuch an Arbitrary Pratice. 

iv. Mr. Milbourne has been- in Orders 26 Years, has liv'd. in ſc- 
veral Places unblemiſh'd in his Life, and ungqueſtion'd in his Conformity, 
and has left thoſe Laſting Monuments of his Love to Decency and Order 
in che Chancel of &reat Tarmouth as will Vindicate his Conformity 
when Sir George's Tabernacle will be forgotten, and his own Head 
laid in the Duſt; for which he appeals to the worthy Repreſenta- 
tives of that Corporation, and the Right Reverend Biſhop- of the 
Dioceſs. 

V. He has written more in defence of our Prieſthood againſt theſe: 
of Rome, of our Faith againſt Sociniaxs, already printed, of our Church- 
Government and Liturgy,licensd for the Preſs ; then Sir George can pre: 
rend ro. And with what Zeal he ated againſt Popery in the late 
Reign, to the Haard of his Life and Family, | 
many Members of this and the Lord's Houſe —_— _—— 
can witneſs: Nay, Sir George himſelf owns his jr 7a Abley, Me. * 
Conformiry ſo far,that Mr. Milbourn's ſhort Expo- Gardiner an Mr. Blo- 
ſition of the Church-Catechiſm is usd in his Taber- f1d, Mr. England and 
nacle when the Boys are (as ſometimes they are) Mr: Fuder. 
Catechis'd, and Sir G. has quotcd it himſelf in the Pu!pir as a good 


Authority. _—_ 
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VI. Tho? Mr. M: ſtands poſſeſt of a uſt Reputation, He's willing 
to ſubmit his whole Life, ſince in Orders, to the ſever2ſt Serutiny, 
and whatever he has Preach'd or Written tothe 7udgment and Cenſure 
of his Lawful Eccleſiaſtical Superiours. - * - - 

VII. Mr. Mibourne is really an Encmy to all Church Phandticiſm 
and Super-Conformity, as things of the moſt fatal Conſcquetice ro 
the Church : therefore 'mceting with a weak and Unlearn'd, and 
therefore Unlicens'd Book, by a Prebendary-of Durham, call'd An 
Account of the Churches of the Primitive _— with a ſeaſonable Ap- 
plication, full of abſurd and impraficable Propoſals for Reforming our 
Service, and reducing Diſenters, with this Declaration, 7 muſt profeſs 
my 1gnorance to all the World of any more effefFual means then the laying 
before the World the Praftice of the Apoſtolica! and Primitive Church, next 
the Scriptures concerning theſe things, to bring it to paſs, i. e. the Re- 
duQion of Diflenters. Mr. Milbourn obſcrv'd theWrirer to be of an 
Aſſuming and Innovating Temper wholly Ignorant of true Antiquity, but 
fairly acquainting the World, That our Eſtabliſh'd Church follows not 
the Primitive and Apoſtolical Rule ; He therefore refus'd ro comply 
with Sir George's Whimlfies,but kept to the ſtanding Rule, and his 
Dioceſans ſenic of it, as Irefted by that excellent Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Service of the Church, premitted to the Book of Common- 
Prayer. And in this Temper he prays God always to preſerve him. 

VIII. - Mr. Milbourne leaves Mr. Wright the Reverend Vicar of 
Stepny, now far diſtant, and St. Helens Pariſh, and Dr. Hollingworth, 
to anſwer for themſelves in what they are aſpers'd with, and refers 
himſclf ro the following Teftimonial, from the Gentry and Clergy 
near Tarmouth, and the beſt Inbabitants of Spitele-Fields. 


Tx is to Certifie whom it may concern, That Luke Milbourn, late 

Curate of Great Yarmouth . in the Count ys Norfolk, (bein ing. ve 
well known to #4 for the greateft part of His Reſidence there, which ha 1 
' been about Fourteen Tears) is 4 Perſon Orthodox an truly conformable to 
the Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſhed : And hath ever bad the 
Reputation of excellent Learning, and exemplary Sobriety, and to have 
performed the Miniſterial Office wich general Satisfattion and Applanſe. 
In wittneſs whereof we have herewnts ſet our Hands this 17th. day of April 
Anno Chriſti 1692, 


Richard Veſy. Abraham Caſtel. Jobn Caſtel. Chriſ. Reve. 
William Veſy, Leonard Mapes. Leonard Mapes, Javier. 


Charles Reue Refor. de. Oldton, [Tho.. Skeate Reffor de Fritton. 
Robert Barron, Reltor de Bradwel. |Sa. Fleete Reffor - de Burgh-Caftle. 
Jo. Willes Refor of Burgh inFlegg. [Andrew Call Reftor de Mautby. 


George Cowper Vicar de Orm'sdy. Cuthbert Norris Re8. of Clippesby:. 
_ James Wace Refor de Filby. Jo. Wace Reftor de Stokesby. | 
Ben. Ingram Refor de Thriogby. |Richardus Reynolds Precbyter. 

Jo. Burrill. rl Fi wa Ah 


Heſton, 


October 


hg F—XxoDer rn n..1C 94. © 1 "mo 4s 
ep} T7 are to.certify whom it may concern, That Luke Milbourn, Clerk, 
= RF jo long as He hat been among ns, which is from Chriſtmas laft, - 
bern very conſtant and induſtrious in Preaching Gods Word, Reading Pray- 
F: ers daily, Adminiſtrint the Satramentt, and C atechiſing in ſtrit Conformi- 
ty to the Liturgy and Camom of the Church of England, * as by Law Efta- 
bliſh*d, and Has behaved bimſclf Moderately, Peaceably, and Soberly to the 
Honour of God, and the Service of the Church, and our general Satisfattion, 
In witneſs whereof we bave Sub/cribed to this Paper.” 


George Bohun, Samuel Hannot, ohy' Parker, © 16 
Paniel! Walker,” Thomas Beacon, Chriſtopher Howard, 
David Lecount,* Thomas Hodgkins, John Taylor, 
Thomas Fairfax, Matthew Holland, Robert Coombes, 
John Webb, Jotin Preſſon, . Seth Richold,, 
Samuel Pantin, - - Thomas Dobbinſon, Peter Le Qiiem;-* 
Alexander Garret, Francis Hall, - ohn Huddie, - 
Samuel Fulwood, Adam Caſtall, hn Ethericke, 
KRobett Houlding, Robert Fletcher, Villiam Lambe, 
Leonard Page, Francis' Weſton, Richard Potter, 
Edward Norris, ames Stone, * . 'Charles'Burghill, 
Thomas Wilks, illiam Gramary  - James Debear, 


ohn Burton, fon Garret, . ohn Butcher, 


Irland, ohn Lekenx, ames Tilney, 
Samuel Jackeman, Samuel Travel, homas Sandell. 
Richard Ivory, Thomas Staluer, 

Silveſter Grant, Emanuel Demetrius, 
Hugh Terral, Stephen Stranke, 
foun Furnis, John Lynn, 

ph Jubbs, 
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